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“It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.”

---Aristotle 
COURSE OVERVIEW

AP English Literature and Composition is a sophomore college-level class with college-level requirements designed to give students a wide variety of literary experiences and to allow them to closely analyze and evaluate several works in great detail. In addition to reading, students will also embark on several writing projects revolving around literary masterpieces giving the students opportunities to defend original positions on historical and social values that are evident in the texts.   This class will include high-level readings, in-depth text analysis, challenging discourse and a look at modern-day grammar and syntax including: style analysis, figurative language, point of view, poetry analysis (TPCASTT), tone (DIDLS), syntax (diction and sentence structure), allusion and rhetoric and argumentation (debate).

Course Goals

1. To carefully and critically analyze literature

2. To understand the way writers use language to provide meaning

3. To consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as literary elements

4. To study representative works from various genres and time periods

5. To apply different critical lenses to reading

6. To study characterization and development

7. To consider the social and historical values a work embodies and reflects

8. To consider how ethnicity, social class, gender, sexual orientation, and national origin are reflected by literature

9. To reflect on the writing revision process and to become a more effective critic of one’s own writing

10. To become a more effective communicator and thinker about reading and writing, and

11. To prepare for the college application process

Texts 

· Roberts, E. V., & Henry E. Jacobs. Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing. Eighth Edition. NJ; Prentice Hall. 2007.
· How to Read Literature as a Professor, Thomas Foster
· 1984, George Orwell

· As I Lay Dying, William Falkner

· Candide, Voltaire

· Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury

· Hamlet, William Shakespeare

· Handmaids Tale,The, Margaret Atwood

· Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison

· Lord of the Flies, William Golding

· Othello, William Shakespeare

· Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead, Tom Stoppard

· Tess of the D’urbervilles, Thomas Hardy

· To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee

· Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare
NOTE: It is highly recommended, but not required, that students purchase their own copies of the novels. This will allow them to more easily participate in the necessary interaction with the text.

SUGGESTED PREREQUISITES

In addition to the texts read for this course, the student should have read many or most of the following in previous literature courses:

A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry

A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens

Beloved, Toni Morrison

Beowulf
Brave New World, Aldous Huxley

Catch 22, Joseph Heller

Catcher in the Rye, J. D. Salinger

Cats Cradle, Kurt Vonnegut

Color Purple, The, Alice Walker

Crucible, The, Arthur Miller

Great Gatsby, The, F. Scott Fitzgerald

Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad

Iliad, The, Homer

Metamorphosis, Kafka

Odyssey, The, Homer

Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck

Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, Ken Kesey

Red Badge of Courage, Steven Crane

Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
To the Lighthouse, Virginia Woolf

Walden, Henry David Thoreau
White Teeth, Zadie Smith

Background for Allusions (not required, but suggested)

In order to fully appreciate and comprehend western literature, you should be conversant with the Bible and classical mythology.  Below are suggested readings from both:

King James Version of the Bible: (concentrate on understanding the stories; don’t become too enmeshed in the genealogies)

New Testament:

· Matthew

· Mark

· Luke

· John

Old Testament:

· Genesis

· Joshua 1-7

· 1st Samuel 9-31

· 1st Kings 3, 10, 11

· Isaiah 9:1-7, 11

· Song of Solomon

· Ruth

· Daniel 2, 3, 6

· Job

· Jonah

· Ecclesiastes

Mythology: Edith Hamilton, Mythology

· Part one: Gods, Creation, Earliest Heroes

· Part three: Great Heroes

· Part four: Great Heroes

· Part five: Great Families

· The Genealogical Tables

OUTSIDE READINGS

Students will choose three (3) novels to read (one during the summer prior to the course, and one during each semester of the course). After completing each novel, the students will answer an open response question that will require them to wrestle with the cultural and social issues raised in each text.  These questions will help prepare students for the AP exam; therefore, integrity is imperative.  When writing each essay, students should be specific, making sure to quote parts of the novel, while demonstrating an evident command of rhetoric and maintaining a consistent voice.  

Students must also complete a study guide for each novel they read. The purpose of the outline is to guide their reading and prompt them to consider how well-written literature functions, as well as, how authors effectively use literary elements to create meaning.

Choose one (1) novel to read from three (3) of the following categories: 

Postcolonial Literature

A Passage to India—E. M. Forster

In the Time of Butterflies—Julia Alvarez

Midnight’s Children—Salman Rusdie

Nervous Conditions—Tsitsi Dangarembga

The Joys of Motherhood—Buchi Emecheta

Political Literature

Animal Farm—George Orwell

The Jungle—Upton Sinclair
The Manchurian Candidate—Richard Condon

The Scarlet Letter—Nathaniel Hawthorne

Uncle Tom’s Cabin—Harriet Beecher Stowe

Feminist Literature

A Room of One’s Own—Virginia Woolf

The Awakening—Kate Chopin

The Bluest Eye—Toni Morrison

The House of Mirth—Edith Wharton

The Joy Luck Club—Amy Tan

World Literature

Anna Karenina—Leo Tolstoy

David Copperfield—Charles Dickens

Frankenstein—Mary Shelley

Gulliver’s Travels—Jonathan Swift

Howards End—E.M. Forster

Jane Eyre—Charlotte Bronte

Slaughterhouse Five—Kurt Vonnegut
Wuthering Heights—Emily Bronte

See summer handout for prompts for each category.

THE HOWs AND WHYs OF AP LITERATURE

The Packet of Hows (Nuts and Bolts) shows the many ways an author makes choices to convey meaning.  The “Why” is how we interpret text.  AP is the relationship between the How and the Why.

EXPECTATIONS FOR WRITTEN PAPERS

Throughout the course you will be writing two types of essays: One-shot and major.  One-shot essays are timed and will be graded based on the AP exam rubric.  Major essays are assignments you are given time to write and revise.  Major essays must be typewritten.  All essays will be graded on content and style.

Content refers to how well you understand and interpret the assignment, your in-depth analysis and your ability to support why you think what you think.

· clearly answers the question

· supports why he/she thinks what she/he thinks

· in-depth analysis

Style refers to how well the paper was actually written, applied mechanics, spelling, thesis statement, proper citations/quotations/references/footnotes, introduction, topic sentences (see below).  Spelling counts and will cost you—if you do not know how to spell a word, look it up!

· mechanics

· spelling

· proper citations

· neatness

· use of figurative language

· effective use of syntax

· develops ideas sequentially

· utilizes tone effectively

· demonstrates effective use of diction

· incorporates allusions

· includes components of a well-written essay

· introduction

· thesis

· topic sentences

· body (sequential development of ideas)

· transitional sentences

· conclusion

EXPECTATIONS FOR POETRY ASSIGNMENTS

Because it is such a large part of the AP exam, we will be studying poetry all year instead of in a dedicated unit.  Students will be assigned one or more poems—depending on difficulty and length—to “teach” the class.  

You will prepare a technology presentation using TPCASTT or DIDLS for each poem assigned (we will do some practice in class before your first assignment is due).

Although poems are assigned, you are welcome to bring in additional poetry that in some way compares, contrasts, or highlights specific literary techniques.  I need the original of these by Wednesday to make copies for the class.

SUPPLIES

You will need a loose-leaf notebook that is used exclusively for this class, college-ruled notebook paper, erasable pens (preferably black), #2 pencils, at least 8 different colors of highlighters (and, if you are not purchasing your own novels, post-it tabs in several colors), a set of 8 fine tip markers, an 11 x 14 drawing pad, index cards on a ring, a pocket dictionary and thesaurus, and access to the King James version of the Bible and Hamilton’s Mythology.

COURSE OUTLINE

Our weekly schedule will be as follows: 

Monday-Thursday:
Analytical discussions of novels and textbooks readings. Exploration and explication of poetry
Friday:
Test preparation (timed essays, multiple choice tests, test-taking strategies, etc.)


WRITINGS

(Writings are expected to be the students’ original thought—not a result of research unless otherwise specified)
Journal Entries and Mind Mapping
Students will maintain a reading journal and mind maps throughout the duration of the course which will contain the student’s own questions of and reactions to selections in a variety of personal reflections based on, but not limited to: Character, Theme, Conflict, Tone, and Purpose. Journal entries will require students to reflect on their own experience (both with the text, and in life), analyze texts through close readings, and evaluate texts through various literary lenses. Mind Maps will require students to interact with the text to create a visual representation of how the author creates meaning in the text.
Essays 

Though the students’ essays will be graded holistically (on a scale of 1-9), specific instruction and feedback will be given to the students in several different areas of writing. 

1. Organization: Students will be taught and encouraged to use organizational strategies that will lend themselves to greater rhetorical strength than that of the traditional 5-paragraph essay. Graphic organizers will be used to aide in this process, and feedback will be given to ensure that students are using sophisticated transitions. 

2. Style: Students will be instructed on the use of different types of sentence structures, and will identify and revise sentences in their essays that need to be changed so as to have a good variety, thereby maintaining a consistent tone and voice in their essay. 

3. Details: Students will need to use quotations and paraphrases from their text in their writing. Instruction will be given on the proper use of each, and how to use them effectively. Students will need to revise where necessary to ensure that they are using the appropriate amount of detail from the text. 

Out-of-Class Responses

Within the text—Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing—are a variety of student written essays (one per sub-unit). Students in this AP Literature course will be reading, and analyzing those essays after finishing the selections of literature, participating in class discussions on how to respond to a text given a certain area of focus, and writing responses of their own focused on that given area. The teacher will be grading the essays holistically (on a scale of 1-9), and discussing strengths and weaknesses in the writing with students individually. Students will then have the opportunity to revise and rewrite their essays.

Examples of Assignments (to be given upon completion of appropriate sections of the course)

· Choose a story with a dynamic protagonist.  Write an essay exploring how that character evolves over the course of the story, providing evidence from the story to back up your argument.
· Choose a poem to paraphrase.  Be sure to do a careful line-by-line reading.  Include the most vital points and details, and state the poem’s main thought or theme without quoting the original passage.
· Compare and contrast poems demonstrating how imagery helps communicate general theme.  Be specific in noting how each key image contributes to the poem’s total effect.
· Analyze the elements of a comedy in light of decisions that a character makes. 

Analytical Essays (Major Essays)
Students will be reading novels outside of class, and will write an argumentative paper (3-5 pages) that analyzes the literature based on the social, historical and cultural values presented in the text by the author as represented in areas such as the characters, setting, and themes that develop throughout the text. Students will submit a rough draft of the paper for comments from the teacher, then they will revise, edit, and rewrite the paper for final submission. 

Research Paper
Each student must choose an author and write a paper defending that author’s claim to literary greatness using at least three (3) critical sources.  Students must present a clear reason why the author was a major writer and must support their arguments with both examples from the writer’s work and statements from critics. Students will submit a rough draft of the paper for comments from the teacher, then they will revise, edit, peer edit, and rewrite the paper for final submission. 

In-Class Responses (One-shot essays)

At least twice a month, students will be given a writing prompt similar to prompts given on the AP Exam based on the selections read during that section of a unit (as outlined above) or the current class novel, thus giving the students an opportunity to write a well-developed analysis within a 45 minute time period. This will simulate the approximate time frame that they will have to write an essay during the AP Exam. Because each of the units focuses on a different aspect of literature (e.g. Setting, Plot, Character Development, Tone, Symbolism, etc.), students will be writing each essay with a different focus, thereby giving them a variety of test-like scenarios. After the teacher scores the essays (holistically from 1-9), students will have the opportunity to revise and rewrite the essays. 
VOCABULARY 

Students will maintain a running list of vocabulary words in their journals, and seek to use new vocabulary with maturity in their writing. The teacher will look for, and comment on the use of new vocabulary. 

Students will have bi-weekly vocabulary quizzes that are generated from a glossary of literary terms frequently used on the AP Literature Examination. 

When students are revising essays, they will be encouraged to utilize their growing literary analysis vocabulary.

 OTHER ASSESSMENTS

In addition to regular writing assignments, students will be given tests throughout the course that are patterned after the multiple choice section on the AP English Literature and Composition exam. 

Students will be expected to read assignments and take sufficient notes in a journal. Journals will be assessed bi-weekly to ensure that students are applying close reading strategies taught during the course. 

TECHNOLOGY

Students will participate in a class discussion group to continue class discussions. Students are expected to subscribe to my website regularly to receive updates on assignments, resources, and handouts.


