The Process of Reading, Responding to, and Writing About Literature

Chapter 1

The goal of writing:  

Two Goals of this Course:

You must be able to ____________what you read—you haven’t really learned it until you can write and talk about it.

NO ________________________!!  Deal with topical and artistic issues

Reread, check _____________, study notes, grasp __________________, develop ____________, be __________
Definition-Literature: 

Keep a reader’s notebook

Guidelines for Reading

Finished writing is…
Even good writers struggle.  First efforts are ____________, ____________ and ____________—don’t think otherwise

Your goal of writing should be to explain the work you are analyzing

Assume your reader has read the work and now they want to know what you think about it

Work quotations in smoothly

Three Stages of Writing

1. Beginning—finding ideas

a. BRAINSTORMING:

i. Zero in on something specific

ii. Find purpose and resolution

iii. Put thinking into grooves

iv. Confine your thoughts within boundaries

b. Ways to discover a literary work

i. Characters—what do they do and what do they represent?  Are they negative, angry, hopeful, determined, successful?  Why?

ii. Historical Period & Background—when was it written?  Does it show life at the time it was written?  How does it teach you about the past? Are there truths that still hold true?  Would the work stand up in a different setting?

iii. Social & Economic Conditions—to what socio-economic class do the characters belong?  Does their social status affect their behavior?  What about gender roles?  Racial roles?  Is race important in the work?  

iv. Major Ideas (Themes)—ideas, values, issues

v. Artistic Qualities—work’s plan or organization, author’s narrative method, writing style, poetic techniques, patterns of development, inclusion of symbols

vi. Timeline (plot)
vii. Events
viii. Development
c.  Remember that your essay needs to present an ____________
i. you are trying to prove a point

ii. writing should always have an argumentative edge

iii. your goal is to demonstrate the ____________of your conclusions and illuminate and clarify your ideas

d.  Beginning to write

i. start developing sketches & paragraphs

ii. be ____________ thinking of the point you want to make

iii. start writing anything

iv. make the uncertainties work for you

v. build on your original notes

vi. look back at the marginalia

vii. trace patterns and make a list: character, conflict, etc.

viii. ask questions…then ____________ ____________ ____________!
ix. Develop a set of contrasts:

1. plus/minus

2. pro/con

3. either/or

x. Write to think—unwritten thought is ____________ ____________
xi. Write your thoughts as you are writing your draft i.e. “need more detail here”, “think of better example”HHHistorical 
2. Middle—written drafts/sketches

a. Base essay on a central idea or argument

b. Essay=an organized, connected, and fully developed set of paragraphs that expand on a central argument
c. Once you choose an idea, write it in a complete sentence that is essential to the argument

d. If you don’t put your thoughts into writing, your thinking is ____________!
e. Next, draft a few paragraphs to see if the idea seems valid—use your notes for evidence to connect to the central idea

f. Create a thesis statement—figure out which of your ideas can be developed further

g. Goal: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
h. If at any point you don’t have enough to support your thesis, ____________ ____________!

i. Writing 1st Draft

i. Many people wait and write their introduction last to see what they’ve said

ii. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence (the thesis statement for the paragraph)

iii. Select only one topic—no more—for each paragraph—if it’s too long, divide it into sub-topics and each sub-topic needs its own topic sentence

iv. Use your ____________ ____________as the basis of your paragraph development—(use it to gather evidence)

j. Developing an outline

i. some people prefer to use an analytical full-sentence outline (see example pg 30) as an organizational tool, others just use bullets

ii. you ____________ need some kind of structural outline for your final essay, however.

iii. When I read your papers, I should be able to easily construct an outline

k. Using references and Quotations in writing

i. You will constantly be introducing summaries, quotations, general interpretations, and observations.  It is important that they be ____________ integrated so the reader isn’t confused

ii. Be careful to distinguish your thoughts from the author’s (see ex. Pg 32)—don’t use ____________ ____________!

iii. Integrate material by using quotation marks (internal quotations) and try to blend them into your own sentences as much as possible—don’t forget to reference line/page numbers

iv. If you must use a long quotation, indent it and use block formatting

v. Always quote poetry as lines

vi. Use ____________to show omissions

vii. Use square brackets to enclose words that you add within quotations

viii. DON’T ____________
ix. Don’t change spelling, grammar, or punctuation  (you can use sic if you want—see pg 35)

x. Review first draft pgs 36-37

3. Final—completion stage

a. Making it better!

i. Use literary material as evidence to support your argument

1. you are like a detective using clues as evidence for building a case

ii. Stick to you point—don’t let go (of course you need a point for this to work)

1. double check your topic sentence, check to see if anything needs to be split into sub-topics

2. keep referring back to the point you are making

iii. try to be original

iv. write with specific readers in mind

v. use exact, comprehensive and forceful language—can you say word choice and sentence structure!?
vi. Review final draft pgs 46-47

Verb Tenses

When writing about literature use the ________________________!  The things happening in the story are happening NOW.  Also, the author’s work is alive right now even if he/she isn’t.

If you are giving dates for ____________ reference, you can use the past tense.  You can also use the past tense when comparing things that happened chronologically in the story.  (see sample pg 29)

Author’s Names

Use the author’s full name in the ____________ ____________.  After that, just use the last name.

Writing prompt for “The Necklace”:  A critic has said that the disaster befalling Mathilde and Loisel results not so much from their losing the necklace as from their concealing the truth.  How true is this judgment?  Be sure to consider what they themselves think might have happened to them if they had confessed the loss to Jeanne.

