Nuts & Bolts of Literary Analysis

How authors convey meaning

Ms. Whisler

Stylistic Techniques

DICTION

· monosyllabic/polysyllabic
· colloquial/informal/formal/old fashioned/slang
· denotative/connotative
· concrete/abstract
· jargon/dialect
SYNTAX

· sentence length

· sentence pattern
· declarative/imperative/exclamatory/interrogative
· simple/compound/complex/compound/complex
· loose/periodic
· balanced
· order: nat’l, inverted, split
· juxtaposition
· parallel structure
· repetition
· rhetorical questioning
· arrangement of ideas in a sentence
· arrangement of ideas in a paragraph
TREATMENT OF SUBJECT MATTER

· subjectivity

· objectivity

· support of main idea

· opinion, experiences, observation, reading, expert witness, statistical data

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE   (how an author conveys meaning)

· alliteration

· assonance

· consonance

· simile

· metaphor

· personification

· onomatopoeia

· hyperbole

· understatement (meiosis, litotes)

· paradox

· oxymoron

· pun

· irony

· sarcasm

· antithesis

· apostrophe

· allusion

· synecdoche
· metonymy

· details

· figures of speech

· flashback

· foreshadowing

· imagery mood

· motivation

· narration

· plot

· point of view

· prosody

· protagonist

· rhyme (end/slant/internal/rhyme scheme)

· setting

· shift or turn

· sound devices

· structure

· style

· suspense

· symbol

· theme

· understatement

· allegory

POINT OF VIEW

· participant (first person)

· (I, me, my, we, us, our)

· narrator as major character

· narrator as minor character

· innocent-eye narrator

· stream of consciousness

· nonparticipant (third person)

· (he, him, her, she, they, them)

· omniscient narrator

· selective (limited) narrator

· objective narrator

· second person (participant or nonparticipant)

· (you, your, yourself)

ARCHETYPES (recurring/universal symbols, characters, & situations that recur and exist in our collective conscious and unconscious)

· Character

· hero

· young man from the provinces

· initiates

· mentors

· mentor-pupil

· father-son conflict

· hunting group of companions

· loyal retainers

· friendly beast

· civil figure with good heart

· scapegoat

· outcast

· devil figure

· creature of nightmare

· woman figure

· earth mother

· temptress

· platonic ideal

· unfaithful wife

· damsel in distress

· Symbolic

· light vs. darkness

· water vs. desert

· heaven vs. hell

· innate wisdom vs. educated stupidity

· haven vs. wilderness

· supernatural intervention

· magic weapon

· Situational

· quest-journey

· task

· initiation

· journey-search for truth

· fall

· death and resurrection

· nature vs. mechanistic world

· battle between good and evil

· unhealable wound

· ritual

TONE (feeling/mood/attitude/emotion/effect)

· accusing

· admonitory

· amused

· angry

· apprehensive

· authoritative

· baffled

· bantering

· bitter

· candid

· ceremonial

· cheery

· clinical

· compassionate

· complementary

· concerned

· condemnatory

· condescending

· confident

· contemptuous

· critical

· cynical

· cynical
· despairing

· detached

· didactic

· diffident

· disbelieving

· disdainful

· disgusted

· despairing
· disturbed

· elated

· elegiac

· enthusiastic

· exuberant

· facetious

· fanciful

· fearful

· flippant

· foreboding

· formal

· furious

· gloomy

· hopeful

· hopeless

· incredulous

· indignant

· inflammatory

· informative

· insolent

· instructive

· ironic

· irreverent

· irritated

· learned factual
· lighthearted

· loving

· matter-of-fact

· melancholic

· mock-heroic

· mournful

· nostalgic
· objective

· optimistic

· outraged

· passionate

· patronizing

· pedantic

· pompous

· proud

· questioning

· reminiscent

· resigned

· restrained

· reverent

· sad solemn

· sarcastic

· sardonic

· satiric

· scornful

· sentimental

· serious

· shocked

· sober

· somber

· staid

· sympathetic

· taunting

· threatening

· urgent

· whimsical

MOTIF 

the recurrent presence of certain character types, objects, settings, or situations
· Seasons

· Colors

· Paradise

· Apparent death

· Supernatural Adversaries

· Supernatural Helpers

· Extraordinary Animals

· Magical Objects

· Magical Powers

· Magical Transformations 

· Deep Sleeps

· Witches

· Wishes

· Trickery

· Clothing
· Consequences of Greed

· Beautiful Princess

· Floods

· Foolish or Dimwitted Hero

· Importance of Threes

· Illness

· Flowers/plants

· The Beauty and the Beast

· The Temptation

· The Returning Soldier

· The (Victorious) Underdog

· The Bewitching Woman

· The Damsel in Distress

· The Wicked Ogre

· Struggle of the Poor/Rich

· The Journey of Escape

· The Lost 

· The Miracle

· Journey from Innocence to   Awareness

· Sacrificial Friend/ Savior

· The Inward Struggle

· The Quest

· The Faithful Friend

· The Love Triangle

· The Betrayal

· Revenge

· Meeting the Supernatural

· The Search for Identity

· Justice for All

· Born Again/Recalled to Life

· The Corruption of Power

· Oppression of the Poor

· Big Brother is Watching

· The Wild Woman

· Madness

· Separation

· Serpent

· Garden

· Tree

THEMES

· abuse/neglect/battered women’s syndrome

· alienation

· ambition

· appearance vs. reality

· betrayal

· bureaucracy

· children

· courage/cowardice

· chance/fate/luck

· cruelty/violence

· custom/tradition

· defeat/failure

· despair/discontent/disillusionment

· dreams/fantasies

· domination/suppression

· duty/allegiance/blind faith

· escape/confinement

· ethics vs. morality/ right vs. wrong

· exile/persecution

· falsity/pretense/affectation

· family/parenthood/deconstructed family

· gender evolution

· the “isms” (prejudices: sexism, sizism, ageism, lookism, heterosexism, racism, able-bodiedism, classism, anti-Semitism…)

· free will/will power

· games/sport

· greed

· guilt

· heaven/paradise/utopia

· home

· heart vs. reason

· initiation

· illusion/innocence

· instinct

· journey

· law/justice/revenge

· education/school

· loneliness/alienation

· materialism

· memory/past

· mob psychology

· music/dance

· mysterious stranger

· nature vs. mechanistic world

· persistence/perseverance
· patriotism

· poverty/class

· prophecy

· redemption/salvation

· repentance

· resistance/rebellion

· revenge/retribution

· ritual/ceremony

· scapegoat/victim/suicide

· media

· search for self

· teen pregnancy

· time 

· war

{thematic statement=elevated diction+comment on the book}

ALLUSION

· personal
· biblical
· mythological
· historical
· literary to literary
· anagogical
IMAGERY

· mythological

· biblical

· historical

· colors

· nature

· animals

· positions

· buildings

· names

· vehicles

· pictures

· books/magazines

· films/tv/video

CHARACTERIZATION

· what or where characters…say, do, thin, have, wear, are, with whom they associate, what others say about them

· indirect vs. direct

ANALYZING TRAGEDY AND TRAGIC FICTION

· Aristotelian Theory

· unity of action

· catharsis

· tragedy (hamartia/hubris)

· peripeteia

· anagnorisis

· scene of suffering

COMEDIC LADDER

· Comedy of Ideas

· characters argue about ideas like: politics, religion, sex, marriage

· use their wit, their clever language to mock their opponent in an argument

· subtle way to satirize people and institutions like political parties, governments, churches, war, marriage

· Comedy of manners

· amorous intrigues among the upper classes

· focus is on witty language, clever speech, insults and putdowns are traded between characters

· society is often made up of cliques that are exclusive with certain groups as the in-crowd, other groups, the would-be-wits, desiring to be part of the witty croud, and some, the witless on the outside

· Farce

· plot is full of coincidences, mistimings, mistaken identities

· characters are puppets of faite—they are twins, born to the wrong class, unable to marry, too poor, too rich

· loss of identity because of birth or fate or accident

· sometimes they are twins separated unaware of their double

· Low Comedy

· dirty jokes, dirty gestures, sex and elimination

· exaggeration or understatement are the extremes of the humor with a frocus on the physical, i.e., long noses, cross eyes, humped back and deformities

· slapstick, pratfalls, loud noises, physical mishaps, collisions

· Comedy is:

· based on irony

· awareness of irony is an intellectural, not emotional process

· lifts us out of emotional responses

· makes us laugh

· can make us feel superior to characters

· can sense our own rigidity which arouses laughter

POETRY

Type of Poem

· narrative—a poem that tells a story

· lyric-short poem expressing the thoughts and feelings of a single speaker-often written in first person, has a song-like immediacy and emotional force

· dramatic-verse written for the stage-can present the voice of an imaginary character speaking directly (refers to the dramatic monologue)

· didactic-intended to teach the reader a moral lesson or impart a body of knowledge

Form of Poem-shape and structure of the poem/genre

· folk ballad-anonymous narrative songs, usually in ballad meter, that were originally transmitted orally

· ballad-a song that tells a story; sung or recited and transmitted from performer to performer; compressed, dramatic and objective

· metrical tale-a short narrative without a complex plot (often contains supernatural elements)

· sonnet-widely used verse form; fixed form of 14 lines in iambic pentameter; octave-1st 8 lines, concluding sextet (6 lines)

· elegy-a lament or a sadly madly meditative poem, often written on the occasion of a death or solemn theme

· dramatic monologue-poem written as a speech made by a character at some decisive moment

· epic-a long narrative poem usually composed in an elevated style tracing the adventures of a legendary or mythic hero (Odyssey, Paradise Lost)

· epigram-a terse, pointed statement

· villanelle-fixed form, six rhymed stanzas in which two are repeated in a prescribed pattern

· prose-printed as prose but contains elements of poetry; not restricted in rhythm, rhyme…

Type of Stanza (recurring pattern of two or more lines of verse—basic building block of poetry)

· canto—subdivision of an epic

· ottava rima-eight line iambic stanza abababcc

· rhyme royal-seven decasyllabic lines ababbcc

· terza rima-interlocking tercets, second line rhymes with first and third; aba bcb cdc

· verse paragraph-group of lines which form a unit

· Spenserian-9 iambic lines, first 8 are pentameters and the last a hexameter or alexandrine with ababbcbcc

· ballad-4 lines rhymed abcd, 1st and 3rd lines have four metrical feet and second and fourth lines have three feet (4,3,4,3)

· quatrian-four line stanza

Non-stanza

· Heroic couplet or closed couplet-two rhymed lines that contain an independent and complete thought or statement-when they are written in rhymed iambic pentameter, they are heroic couplets

· blank verse-most common form of unrhymed poetry; five iambic feet per line and never rhymed

Misc.

· meter-recurrent, regular rhythmic pattern in verse, stresses occur at fixed intervals-this is called scansion
· feet-syllables in a line ‘stressed; ˘unstressed

· foot-group of syllables forming a unit

· stress (accent)-emphasis or force placed on a syllable unstressed (slack), non-forced ˘

· kinds of feet:

· iamb-unstressed, stressed-building block of a poem

· anapestic-two unstressed, one stressed

· trochaic-stressed, unstressed

· dactylic-one stressed, two unstressed

· anacrusis-omission of an unaccented syllable at the beginning of a line

· combined with number of feet:

· monometer-one feet

· dimeter-two feet

· trimeter-three feet

· tetrameter-four feet

· pentameter-five feet

· hexameter-six feet

· heptameter-seven feet

· octameter-eight feet

· for example:

· Trochaic trimeter: ‘sum-˘mer and ‘chor-˘us

· Iambic pentameter: five iambs/five unaccented followed by five accented

· Rhyme scheme:

· Petrarchan Sonnet-octave (1st 8 lines abba abba), sextet (final six lines may follow any pattern as long as it does not end in a couplet)

· English Sonnet (Shakespearean Sonnet)-3 quatrains with a final couplet; abab cdcd efef gg

· Prose-own rhythm and varies from writer to writer

· peculiarities of form: the design of the poem

· open-any line length, may use white space, no final outcome

· closed-follows some pattern-tends to look symmetrical

Literary Lens (Note: most of us interpret texts according to the “rules” of several different theories at a time)

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)

· examines how larger ideological perspectives shape how people perceive the world and their identities (includes race and class)

Archetypal Criticism

· recurring themes
· the death-rebirth theme is often said to be the archetype of archetypes
· http://www.textetc.com/criticism/myth-criticism.html 
Feminist Criticism (late 1960s)

· looks at gender roles—literature is primarily by men and for men and needs a woman’s viewpoint

· focuses on the relationships between the genders

· men and women are different: they write differently, read differently, and write about their reading differently.  These differences should be valued

· http://www.cla.purdue.edu/academic/engl/theory/genderandsex/ 

Marxist Criticism

· looks at the economic and cultural theory of Karl Marx 

· based on the social classes: who has the power/money? who doesn’t? what happens because of it?

· http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/english/courses/60A/marxist.html
· http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~brians/hum_303/manifesto.html
Formalism/New Criticism (AP test is heavy with this)

· The answer is found in the text so focus is on the work itself
· detailed and subtle analysis of the complex interrelations and ambiguities of the components within a work
· key concepts deal with the meanings and interactions of words, figures of speech, and symbols
· purpose is to expose the work’s unity; every element should support its unifying theme
· http://www.textetc.com/criticism/the-new-criticism.html 

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Criticism
· http://www.sou.edu/English/Hedges/Sodashop/RCenter/Theory/Explaind/ncritexp.htm 

Psychoanalytical Criticism

· a work of literature is correlated with its author’s mental traits

· the author is trying to fulfill a wish or fear

· we investigate the psychology of a character or an author to figure out the meaning of a text

· http://www.textetc.com/criticism/freudian-criticism.html 

Reader-Response Criticism

· based on what the reader brings to the literature

· focuses on the activity of reading a work of literature

· features of the work itself are less important than the connection between a reader’s experience and the text

· it is through interaction that meaning is made

· reacts to the text as a whole, embracing and expressing the subjective and personal response it engenders

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/06/ 

New Historical Criticism

· have to view a text by looking at history

· history refers to the social, political, economic, cultural, and/or intellectual climate of the time during which an author wrote

Structuralism/Poststructuralism

· concentrates completely on the text, bringing nothing else to it

· looks at the structure of the text itself

· depends, in large part, on linguistic theory

· investigates the kinds of patterns that are built up and broken down within a text and uses them to get at an interpretation of that text

· http://www.textetc.com/criticism/poststructuralist-criticism.html 

Postcolonial Criticism

· history is written by the victors

· looks at the literature written by the colonizers and the colonized

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/10/
Deconstruction

· the most difficult critical theory for people to understand

· begins with the assumption that texts are social constructions

· literature means nothing because language means nothing

· there is no way of knowing the meaning of a story

· argues that every text contains within it some ingredient which undermines its purported system of meaning…it is unstable because it depends on conclusions of a particular theory to hold the text together

· http://www.enotes.com/twentieth-century-criticism/deconstruction 

Cultural Studies

· similar to Historical Criticism

· How are events' interpretation and presentation a product of the culture of the author?

· How does the work consider traditionally marginalized populations?

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/09/
Existentialism

· Difficult to define.  Easier to say what it is NOT

· Individual must create value by affirming it and living it, not by talking about it. 

· We have no predetermined nature or essence that controls what we are, what we do, or what is valuable for us.

· We are radically free to act independently of determination by outside influences.

· We create our own human nature through these free choices.

· We also create our values through these choices.
· http://www.webster.edu/~corbetre/philosophy/existentialism/whatis.html 
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